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Annual Report 2021-2022 

As a way to give back to the communities we work in,  
Cottsway makes money available to fund various projects every year.  

This report highlights some of the great causes that we have supported.  
It also gives you an idea of how the funding works and how you can apply. 
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Some of the recent projects we’ve supported 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dogs for Good 

 

This Banbury-based charity runs specially designed 
Family Dog Workshops, which provide parents of 
autistic children with the advice and long-term 
support needed for choosing and training a dog to 
benefit the whole family. 

Cathryn Simpson, Corporate Partnerships Manager 
at Dogs for Good, said: “We’re over the moon that 
Cottsway customers have chosen to support our 
Family Dog Service, which helps families with autistic 
children aged 3-16 years old build a bond with a pet 
dog. Our workshops show how a strong relationship 
with a dog can help those with autism to establish 
good routines around bedtime, encourage regular 
exercise, and help reduce anxiety and encourage 
confidence around social interactions, all of which aid 
positive mental wellbeing and concentration.” 

West Oxfordshire Community Transport  

 

A community-owned transport service which 
provides not-for-profit bus services in West 
Oxfordshire. The buses travel throughout the rural 
communities on daily schedules, linking Witney, 

Crawley, Carterton, Leafield and The Wychwoods, 
helping to combat social isolation and rural exclusion. 
This important service enables people within the 
district to remain active and engaged members of 
their community. 

Margaret Burden, Director and Chair at West 
Oxfordshire Community Transport said: “For our 
older passengers, these services are key to helping 
them combat isolation and loneliness and our younger 
passengers are able to access college, work and 
onward connections. We will be using the funds raised 
from the Community Fund to contribute towards the 
purchase of a bus. We use 16-seater minibuses so that 
they can cope with the narrow roads. Our vehicles are 
worked very hard, so we need to purchase a bus 
(second-hand) every 9 months or so.” 

Quest for Learning 

 

Numskills is a successful programme of maths 
support which takes place at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Primary School in Witney. Delivered by trained 
Quest for Learning tutors, children improve their 
mental maths and calculation skills while having fun 
with numbers and playing games. Numskills is 
designed around everyday items such as dice, cards 
and clocks. Children also learn measuring skills and 
fractions through cooking activities. Cottsway’s 
funding towards the programme has helped support 
those children who may have fallen behind in their 
schooling due to Covid-19 related school closures. 

Sian Renwick, Director at Quest for Learning said: 
“After two years of school disruption because of the 
pandemic, many children need help to catch up with 
core literacy and numeracy skills.  We are delighted 
to have Cottsway’s support which has enabled us to 
help 12 children at Our Lady of Lourdes to learn to 
love Maths and reach their potential.”  
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What we achieved 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
April 2021 to March 2022 saw us spend over £29,000 on funding 17 projects across our communities. We have 
funded a family centre’s kitchen refurbishment to teach cookery skills, a ground training simulator for the Witney 
Air Cadets and two individuals were funded for courses and equipment to further their own knowledge and skills. 
Because of the popularity of the Community Fund, we are pleased to announce that the fund available for the 
coming year April 2022 to March 2023 will be £30,000.  

Here’s the complete list of applicants from last year: 

Group applicants Reason for applying Amount 
awarded 

Oxfordshire Youth Towards the Mental Wealth Academy: a 3-year programme that 
supports 18-25 year-olds through non-clinical mental health 
interventions and wellbeing coping methods.  

£2,335 

Carterton Family Centre  Funding towards a kitchen refurbishment which when finalised, 
will be used to help teach people to cook, including how to use 
leftovers and eat more healthily. 

£2,325 

West Oxfordshire Community 
Transport  

Funding towards buying a new replacement bus so transport 
services can continue within rural communities in the district. 

£2,280 

Carterton Football Club Improvements to football pitches. £2,250 

Dogs For Good Specially designed Family Dog Workshops that provide parents of 
autistic children with the advice and support needed for choosing 
and training a dog to benefit the whole family.  

£1,900 

Oxford Science and Ideas Festival Funding towards magazine distribution costs to promote the 
annual Ideas Festival, an independent science festival which  
shares imaginative and thought-provoking ideas. 

£450 

Quest for Learning Funding for the maths support programme Numskills in a local 
Witney primary school. 

£2,245 

Oxfordshire Play Association Free play days in Oxfordshire communities. These events ensure 
inclusion for all and provide information for families on the 
services and activities that are available in the area. 

£1,835 

Banburyshire Citizen Project Providing financial advice to communities, following difficult times 
that the pandemic has created. 

£2,000 

Learning & Support – Cottsway 
customer 

Horticultural college course and required books. £265.57 

Learning & Support - Cottsway 
customer 

Level 3 Diploma in Youth Work course and books. £200 

The Theatre Chipping Norton Funding towards the winter programme. £2,050 

Got 2Be Training around safeguarding and health and safety. £2,030 

Yellow Submarine Funding towards a new display fridge and speaker. £1,110 

Carterton Community College A visit to Far Peak for 30 children in Carterton and surrounding 
villages to take part in climbing, bushcraft and archery to develop 
confidence, team working skills and resilience. 

£985 

2120 Witney Squadron, Air Training 
Cadets/corps 

Funding towards a ground training simulator. £2,500 

Filkins Playground Project For additional play equipment in the park – a basket swing. £2,275 



 
Cottsway Community Fund: Annual Report 2021-22 Page 4 of 4 

 
Cottsway House    Follow us on: 
Heynes Place      Twitter, Facebook and YouTube 
Avenue Two 
Witney       
Oxfordshire OX28 4YG     

www.cottsway.co.uk  

 

How the Community Fund works 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There are four different levels of funding to suit everyone’s needs, from individuals and local groups to larger 
committees and organisations. 

In 2021-2022, applications were reviewed and voted on by members of our closed, customer only Facebook 
group. If you live in a Cottsway home and would like to join the group, search Communities@Cottsway on 
Facebook, and request to join. 
 

Grant Eligible projects Examples 

£250 For individual Cottsway customers to 
support individual learning and skills 
development, especially where this will 
increase employment prospects. 

Training courses, qualifications and the 
materials and equipment needed to support 
learning. 

£500 Small projects and community events 
which benefit your neighbourhood and 
directly affects other residents of 
Cottsway properties. 

Events, activities and trips that involve the 
neighbourhood and bring the community 
closer together. 

£2,500 Group projects that benefit the 
community and are accessible to 
Cottsway residents. 

One-off and ongoing projects; social, 
environmental and educational. Including 
training to improve services, equipment, 
printing and publicity. 

£5,000 Environmental projects that directly 
benefit Cottsway’s customers. 

Community clear-ups, improvements and 
conservation projects on land owned by 
Cottsway. 

 
 

How to apply 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Visit: www.cottsway.co.uk/fund 
Call: 01993 890000 
Email: commuities@cottsway.co.uk 
  

https://twitter.com/Cottsway
https://www.facebook.com/Cottsway
https://www.youtube.com/user/Cottsway
http://www.cottsway.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/330713704043580/?source_id=147535451925792
http://www.cottsway.co.uk/fund

